CLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


UBRART 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 


YEAR  1951. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  1951. 


The  population  is  estimated  at  17150  for  Mid  1951. 


No*  of-  Parishes  : - 23 

Area  in  Acres  : - 42645 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Water  Supply  of  the  District  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  mainly  satisfactory  in  quantity.  Shortages  have 
occurred  in  the  high  level  portions  of  the  Downside  Supply. 


There  Is  a new  scheme  in  preparation  for  obtaining 
additional  supplies  from  the  Bath  Corporation  main  when  this  is 
fixed  at  Glutton.  This  should  remove  all  shortages  and  ensure 
an  adequate  supply  at  all  times  to  all  areas  which  have  suffered 
in  the  past. 

Nevertheless  the  continuously  increased  use  of  water  in 
new  housing  sites  and  on  agricultural  land  and  farm  buildings 
does  put  an  ever  growing  strain  upon  the  Council's  available 
water.  A prolonged  drought  and/or  a serious  breakdown  of 
pumping  plant  might  precipitate  a crisis..  In  the  future  there 
should  bo  ample  water  available,  but  until  the  proposed  new 
schemes  are  in  full  operation,  there  is  a very  grave  risk  of 
acute  shortage • 


Results  of  samples  taken  for  analysis. 
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There  is  no  Plumbo  solvent  action  in  our  water. 
Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains . 


DIRECT  TO  THE  HOUSES. 


BY  MEANS  OF  STANDPIPES . 
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No.  of  Dwelling  Houses. 


4149 
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1,256 
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Water  Supplies  from  wells 


NO.  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN 

FOR  .ANALYSIS. 
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No.  of  wells  closed  = 16 

No.  of  houses  relying  on  well  supplies  = 326. 

Extensions  or  improvements  of  supplies  during  year  - None. 
Future  Proposals . 

Approximate 
cos  t . 

Highfield  Lane,  East  Harptree.  £2016. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  births . 

Male . 

Female. 

Total . 

Legitimate. 

141 

110 

251 

Illegitimate . 

7 

3 

10 

148 

113 

261  - 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

population  = 

17.21. 

Still  births. 

Male  • 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate . 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3_ 

2 

5 

Rate  of  Still  Births 

per  1,000  Birt 

hs  = 19.15. 

Deaths  from  all  causes. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total . 

103 

108 

211 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

population  = 

: 12.30. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  is  12.5  per  1000. 

Do-  the  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age.  =3(2  Male  and  1 Female, 

All  were  legitimate) . 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  ago  per  1000  Live  Births 

= 11.  53'. 

Comparability  Engand  and  Wales  29.06 
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PRATES  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


Male. 

Pemale . 

Total. 

Malignant  Nesplasm  of  Stomach 

" " Lungs  due  Bronchi- 

6 

8 

14 

tis . 

5 

- 

5 

" " Breast. 

- 

2 

2 

" " Other  forms . 

8 

8 

16 

Vascular  Lesions  af  Nervous  system. 

6 

19 

25 

Coronery  Disease,  Angina. 

13 

11 

2^ 

Other  Heart  disease. 

18 

24 

42 

Other  Circulatory  disease. 

6 

3 

9 

Influenza. 

9 

1 

10 

Pneumonia. 

1 

5 

6 

Bronchitis . 

10 

8 

18 

Other  Respiratory  diseases. 

1 

- 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum. 

2 

- 

2 

G-astritus  ,Enteritus , Diarrhoea. 

0 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. 

1 

2 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate. 

3 

- 

3 

Congenital  Malformations. 

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  111  defindd  diseases.  3 

6 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents. 

1 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents. 

5 

3 

8 

Suicide . 

1 

1 

2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

3 

4 

7 

103 

108 

211 

===== 

====== 

EOT  IP ICAT I PIT  S OE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  cases  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year  : 


Diphtheria  = 

Erysipelas  = 

S c arle  t Pe  ve  r = 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  = 
Acute  Influenzal  " = 

Measles  = 

Whooping  Cough  = 

Pood  Poisoning  = 

3 cases  of  Scarlet  Pever  and  3 
admitted  to  Hospital. 

Prom  this  total  of  412  cases, 
from  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 


1 
3 

16 
3 
3 

16 
300 
69 

1 (Sonnes  Dysentry). 
cases  >■£  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 


there  were  only  2 Deaths,  both 


It  is  probable  that  the  new  sulphur  drugs  and  penicillen  have 
contributed  largely  in  reducing  the  death  rate  and  complications 
of  infectious  disease. 


VACCINATION. 

68  persons  of  all  age  groups  were  vaccinated  in  the  Glutton 
District  during  the  year  and  45  re-vaccinated. 

IhMUIT  I Z A T I PIT  AC -ID  ST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  the  year  218  children  under  5 years  received  Primary 
Immunization  and  285  children  between  5 and  14  years  received 
Roinf crcing  Injections . 

It  is  notable  that  Diphtheria  has  been  reduced  to  vanishing 
point  since  the  intruduction  of  Immunization  (Free). 
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At  31st  December, 1951,  there  were  3184  children  under 
14  years  of  age  who  had  been  immunized  in  the  District.  This 
if  the  4th  highest  number  of  all  the  Rural  Districts  in  the 
County  of  Somerset. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SE..AGE  DISPOSAL. 

This  remains  as  before  throughout  the  District.  Do 
new  schemes  have  been  put  into  operation. 

The  conditions  are  bad  in  many  places  and  there  is 
urgent  need  for  improvement. 

In  August  the  Council  held  an  enquiry  on  Sewerage,  as 
a result  of  which  it  was  decided  to  acquire  a vehicle  and 
suitable  tools  and  to  appoint  a whole  time  man.  It  was  hoped 
that  by  this  means  constant  and  efficient  service  would  be 
given  to  all  the  small  disposal  works  scattered  throughout 
the  Council's  area. 

This  system  has  since  been  put  into  operation. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  decided  to  carry  out  repairs 
to  certain  of  these  small  plants  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestions  contained  in  the  report  to  the  Council  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  Shaw). 

I look  forward  to  a definite  improvement  when  this  new 
system  has  had  time  to  operate  fully. 

Parishes  with  main  draina  ge  and  efficient  disposal  systems  : - 


Timsbury,  Ubley  and  Compton  Martin. 

Extensions  of  sewers , new  works  or  improvements  during  the 
year  : - 


None . 


Future  proposals 


Approximate 
cos  t. 


Paul ton  scheme 
Clutton  scheioB 
Farmborough  scheme. 


£23,000 

£30,^00 

£30,000 


CLOSET  ACCOMODATION . 

Estimated  total  number  in  district  on  31st  December, 1951  > - 

1.  Pail  closets -1707  2.  W.C's  - 2813  3.  Other  - 603. 

Estimated  number  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system 
during  year  - 60 . 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


House  refuse  is  removed  by  Contractor,  2 low  loading  vehicles 
are  employed.  Collection  is  made  weekly. 

23  parishes  arc  covered  by  routine  collections. 

No  scheme  is  operated  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse. 
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HOUSING-, 


A total  of  54  now  houses  were  erected  in  the  .District 
in  1951  and  a further  44  were  in  course  of  construction. 

To  date  the  Council  has  erected  284  post  war  houses 
and  a further  58  have  been  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

This  has  done  a lot  towards  relieving  the  housing 
shortages  in  some  districts,  whilst  some  other  parishes  have 
so  far  not  had  any  new  post  war  houses.  However,  their  turn 
will  come  in  the  near  future. 

But  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  still  have  a total  of 
1500  houses  in  the  District  unfit  for  human  habitation,  including 
374  which  have  been  condemned  under  the  Housing  Acts  as  "totally 
unfit" . 


Nearly  all  these  are  perforce  still  occupied  and  will 
one  day  become  the  subject  of  a vast  new  inquiry. 

There  is  still  room  for  a great  number  of  additional 
new  houses. 

The  Housing  Allocation  Committee  on  which  I have  the 
honour  to  sit,  has  a difficult  and  thankless  task  to  perform. 
Every  application  is  carefully  considered  and  due  consideration 
given  to  cases  of  overcrowding,  insanitary  conditions,  bad  state 
of  repair  etc., 

I am  afraid  our  final  selections  do  not  always  please 
everybody,  but  we  do  our  best  to  be  fair  and  unbiassed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1168  applicants  for 
Council  Houses. 


Local  Authority 

Private  Enter- 
prise 


Houses  erected  [ 
during  year. 


1 

Perm.  1 Temp. 

■■+ 


Houses  in 
course  of 
erection. 




T 


46 

8 


’erm. 


40 

4 


Temp. 


Conversion 
to  flats 
or  dwellings { such  as 


'7 * 1 

Jlempor 
| ary, 


Army 


Perm . • T 


remp.  'Huts 


TOTALS 


54 


44 


Total  number  of  houses  in  District  - 5123. 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  - 874. 

Post  War  Houses  erected. 


No.  of  Pest  War  Houses  erected  to 
31st  December,  1951. 


3y  Local  Authority. 


.j  Private 

Enterprise 


284 


58 


5 


1029 


(a) .N°.  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District  but  on  which  no 

formal  action  has  boon  taken  - 

(b) .No.  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under  the 

Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit  - 374 

(c) .Ho.  of  houses  occupied  under  - (a)  1029  (b)  374. 

Ho.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  - Hone. 

Houses  required. 

(i) .To  replace  those  unfit  under  (a)  1029. 

(ii)  . ” " " " " (b)  374. 

Total  numb'n'  of  anpli cants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the 
year  - 1166, 

Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act.  1949. 


Received 


Approved 


(a)  To  31.12.50 

(b)  During  year 


Applica  i Ho. 


tions.  i houses. 


i 

I Applica"[Ho 

/tions.  'Houses  \ 


i Rejected 

1 

{Applica  » Ho. 
tions.  I hous 


£00D^ 

Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Surveyor  and 
action  taken  are  contained  in  his  report  appended. 

ycod  Poisoning. 

There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year  of  Sonnes  Dysentery. 

Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 
came  into  operation  on  26th  March,  1951. 

Milk.  The  District  continues  to  produce  and  sell  (largely  wholesale) 
great  quantities  of  excellent  milk. 

There  is  a steady  improvement  in  quality  as  well  as  quantity. 
Many  farms  and  dairy  herds  are  passing  into  the  attested  and 
tuberculin  tested  ranks.,  the  highest  obtainable  and  a quarantee  of 
extreme  health  and  cleanliness. 

There  is  a strong  movement  afoot  to  attain  100$  T.T.  standard 
throughout  the  County  of  Somerset. 

Ice  Cream. 

The  manufacture  and  sale  of  this  commodity  has  increased 
considerably  of  late  years. 

(a)  Manufacture  only  - 1 

(b)  Retail  only  - 39 

All  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  clean  and  well 
conducted • 


6. 


Slaughter  houses. 


There  has  been  no  slaughtering  in  the  District  since  the 
Ministry  of  Food  took  control  during  the  war  years. 

Milk. 

(a)  No.  of  Registered  Distributors  - 4 

(b)  No.  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  - 4 

(c)  No.  of  supplementary  licences  issued 

to  distributors  whose  dairy  is 

outside  tho  area  - - 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


2 complaints  were  received  from  the  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  were  dealt  with. 

Outworkers . 


Two  are  registered  both  residing  in  Fault on. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Survey or (Mr, 
Shaw)is  appended. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.V.  BREW 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS  ANNUAL  REPORT 

-o-  1951  -o- 

Temple  Cloud , 

23rd  March,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Clutton  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  to  you  my  fourteenth  annual  report  and 
summary  of  the  district  sanitary  conditions  and  work  carried  out  in  the 
Health  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1951. 


NOTICES 

41  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  upon  owners  or  occupiers 
requiring  them  to  abate  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  found  in 
connection  with  dwelling  houses.  2 Statutory  Notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  to  abate  nuisances  which  were  caused  by  keeping  of  pigs.  These 
Notices  were  not  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

NUISANCES 

The  number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  or 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisanoes  was  174. 

154  Nuisances  were  discovered  and  the  following  gives  particulars. 


Nuisances  abated 

defective  Gullies  * * 21 

Choked  drains,  gullies  etc 11 

Defective  drains 28 

Cesspools,  defective  and  overflowing 41 

Dampness,  due  to  defective  roofs,  walls  etc 7 

Def  active  foul  and  insanitary  W.C.  pedestals.'....;  3 

Foul  condition  of  water  course 1 * 

Defective  roofs 4 

Accumulation  of  manure  and  filth...-. 2 

Defective  Pail  Closets 3 

Defective  floors  and  stairs 2 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes ' 7 

Ditch  in  foul  conditions 2 

Defective  walls  ( in  dangerous  condition) 1 

Houses  in  filthy  condition......... 2 

Defective  windows 3 

Defective  wells 16 
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HOUSING  INSPECTION  AND  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Although  the  work  of  housing  inspection  and  clearance  areas 
under  the  Ecusing  Acts  is  still  in  abeyance,  considerable  work  has  been 
done  to  obtain  improved  housing  conditions.  24  Houses  have  been 
improved  principally  by  the  provision  of  additional  bedrooms,  bathrooms, 
living  rooms,  larders,  scullery  and  W.C.s  and  also  by  the  provision  of 
proper  drainage  systems  and  water  supplies. 

One  large  house  was  also  converted  into  2 houses  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

During  the  year,  15  routine  samples  were  taken  from  various 
supplies  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  of  the  Public  Health 
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Laboratory  Service,  Taunton  with  the  result  that  10  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory,  1 not  quite  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory. 

Owing  to  the  wet  summer,  the  East  Harptree  Scheme  and  the 
Downside  Scheme  delivered  a constant  supply  of  water  throughout  the 
district.  The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Downside  Authorities 
proved  on  analysis  to  be  satisfactory  on  each  of  the  2 occasions  when 
samples  were  taken. 

5 Chemical  samples  were  submitted  for  detailed  chemical 
analysis  to  'the  County  Analyst  with  the  following  results 

Downside  Supply  1 Satisfactory. 

East  Harptree  Supply....  4 Satisfactory. 

The  Chlorinating  Plants  at  Pitt  Earm  Reservoir  and  at  Townsend 
Pumping  Station  still  continue  to  give  satisfactory  results. 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  1951  was  51*61  inches  as  against 
an  average  of  45  ins.  for  the  previous  five  years. 

The  demand  on  both  East  Harptree  and  Downside  Scheme  is  still 
increasing  annually  with  the  result  that  on  the  Downside  Scheme  the  Coley 

pump  has  to  be  used  daily  to  augment  the  supply  on  that  scheme. 

SCAVENGING-  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  this  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  British 
Road  Haulage  Executive. 

The  number  of  complaints  has  been  very  small. 

DISINFECTION  OF  HOUSES 

28  Inquiries  were  made  upon  removal  of  the  patients  to  hospitals 
and  also  after  notification.  25  Rooms  were  disinfected  during  the  year, 
14  of  which  wered'isinf ected  after  infectious  diseases  and  9 after 
tuberculos  is . 


PETROLEUM  ACT  1928 

At  the  end  of  the  -year  there  were  91  licences  held  under  this 
Act  on  the  Register,  82  for  storing  petrol  and  9 for  storing  carbide. 

BUILDING  LICENSING 

During  the  year  1951,  48  building  licences  amounting  to  £16,772 
were  issued  for  repairs,  alterations  and  maintenance  to  houses  and  other 
buildings  in  the  district.  6 Applications  for  licences  were  refused, 
amounting  to  £2,010.  22  New  house  licences  were  issued,  amounting  to 

£52,260. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

At  the  end  Of  the  year,  the  number  of  milk  distributors  in  the 
district  was  4,  and  the  number  of  Dealers  Licences  authorising  the 
special  designation  Tuberculin  Tested  was  6. 

RATS  AND  MICE 

The  part-time  Rodent  Operator  was  engaged  during  the  year  in 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  Infestation  Order  1945  for  one  week 
per  month. 

Surveys  were  carried  out  throughout  the  district.  107  complaints 
regarding  rato  and  mice  were  received  during  the  year.  The  total 
number  of  houses  and  other  premises  surveyed  was  507,  251  of  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  and  subsequently  poison  baited.  The  total  number 
of  bodies  recovered  was  522,  this,  of  course,  does  not  represent  the 
total  number  of  rats  destroyed  as  some  died  in  inaccessible  positions. 
The  total  number  destroyed  can  be  assumed  to  be  four  times  the  number 
of  bodies  recovered.  , ; 

The  sewers  in  Ubley  (l),  Compton  Martin  (l)  and  Timsbury  {2) 
were  tested  and  poison  baited  where  found  infested  in  accordance  with 
instructions  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  Rodent  Infestation 
Division . 

FACTORIES  ACT  , ^L95.X 

2 Complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
during  the  year  and  dealt  with. 
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BAKE  HOUSES 

There  are  14  bakehouses  on  the  Register  and  no  underground 
bakehouse  exists  in  the  district. 

The  above  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and  on  the  whole 
they  are  kept  in  very  good  condition. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  at  one  bakehouse  during  the  year. 

SURVEYORS  REPORT 

116  plans  were  submitted  to  this  Council  during  the  year, 110 
of  which  were  approved  and  6 disapproved.  The  plans  were  principally 
for  25  new  houses  and  bungalows,  agricultural  buildings  and  for  temporary 
buildings . 

8 new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  4 new  houses  were 
under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

213  inspections  were  made  during  the  process  of  building 
operations  at  houses,  works  and  other  types  of  buildings  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  and  approving  foundations,  footings,  damp  courses,  drains  etc. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1Q38  - SECTION  14  - ICE  CREAM 

7 Premises  were  inspected  under  the  above  Regulations  after 
applications  had  been  made  by  the  occupiers  for  ice  cream  licences. 

7 licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  40  premises  licensed  on  the 
Register. 


FOODSTUFFS  CONDEMNED 

During  the  year  1951,  39  tins  of  foodstuffs,  weighing  194f  lbs . , 

- lbs  of  other  foodstuffs  and  10  lbs.  pork,  43'!  lbs.  ham  and  30  lbs. 
beef  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  figures  were  made  up  as  followsi- 

6 tins  Apricot  Pulp,  12  lbs;  13  tins,  Evaporated  Milk,  11%  lbs; 
23  tins  Full  Cream  Milk,  22|  lbs;  2 tins  Salmon  2 lbs;  1 tin  Pineapple 
1 lb;  1 tin  Sardines  \ lb;  2 tins  Peas  2 lbs ; 3 tins  Strained  Food 
1 lb;  1 tin  Apricots  7 lbs;  21  tins  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  19h  lbs;  9 tins 
Minced  Beef  Loaf  4jr  lbs;  1 tin  Canned  Pork  1§-  lbs;  4 tins  Canned  Ham 
47f  lbs;  2 tins  Orange  Juice  2%  lbs. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant 

E.  SHAW 

Water  Engineer,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Building 

Surveyor  and  Licensing  Officer. 
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